
 

10 Tips for Keeping Students Engaged During School Closures 

1. Create a schedule/routine that is similar to the school day. Schedule a variety of “learning 
blocks” for school-assigned tasks inter-mixed with time for lunch, snacks, and 
indoor/outdoor recreational activities. Think about ways to balance sedentary and solitary 
activities with those activities that require movement and collaboration.  
 

2. Keep your child reading daily. Create time for children to read independently, with 
siblings or parents, and/or to listen to books read-aloud. Ask children to tell you about 
their reading, role play the characters, and/or call and chat with a friend or relative about 
their reading. Then have your child sketch and/or write about what happened in the story 
or information they learned from a nonfiction book. 
 

3. Mix Math into Cooking: Have your child figure out the new fractions when you half a 
family recipe or triple a recipe and freeze the leftovers. 
 

4. Play Games: Use Jenga, Yahtzee, Connect 4, Cards, Monopoly, etc. to practice solving 
problems, engage in logical reasoning, and learn to lose gracefully. 
 

5. Help your child develop a new hobby or conduct research on a deep interest: hiking, 
crafting, gardening, sign language, dog walking, drawing, playing a sport, etc. 
 

6. Listen to Music: Have your child pick a favorite song and rewrite the lyrics or create 
dance moves to accompany the song. 
 

7. Create or update a family scrapbook (hard copy or digital) with descriptions of events, 
momentos and/or photos from the last year.  
 

8. Do a jigsaw puzzle. Consider listening to music or an educational podcast while putting 
the pieces together. Dedicate 15-30 minutes per day to minimize frustration and practice 
task commitment over time. 
 

9. Create or have your child create  a “Home Scavenger Hunt” for a sibling or whole family 
adventure. Check out this website for tips.  
 

10. For 11th graders - Start working on your College Essays! 
 

https://www.wikihow.com/Create-a-Scavenger-Hunt

